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Folk smger captivates kids
in performances and on tape

By Jiil Angelini
Journal stafl writer

eff Sorg says he didn't rea-

lize how much he loved

kids until he started work-
ing with them.

After vears of performing a
sing-a-long children's program,
“Honrgs Sayv 50 Much,™ the Jersey
Cily resident has mastered the

art of captivating an andicnees of

up to 200 voungsters.

CGeared to kids 4 io 8 vears
ald, Sorg is now marketing his
program on cassette, The cas-
selte, nemed afier his zing-a-
Inag “Songs Say 5o Much,” is a
mix of acoustic, folk and pop mu-
sic, both originals and popular
(avorites,

“T wanted to expose the kids
to different songs bevond the
ones they hear on the radio,”
says Sorg, who moved to Jersey
City from Long Island with his
wile, Brenda, aboot (@ yearsago.
“There’s awhole folk generztion
out there that they missed, Eve-
rything iz electronic now. |owant

to get back to Lthe nitty gritty with
them and show them how simple
musiccan be,”

A graduzate with a degree in
English from COW. Post College
in Long lsland, Sorg received a
grant from the New Jersey Coun-
cil on the Arts for his work in
children's  theater. Mo also

Neighbors

played bass paitar in a counle of
roclk bands, and wrote children’s
books and newspaper features.
A two-semester program he took
at Columbia University called
Performing Artists in the
Schools tpnited his inlerest in
performing for children.

So e pulled his gaitar out of
the closet, ot tog:'thf_r a chil-
dren’s program. and tried it out
inNew Yaork City public schools.

Most of Sorg's program is par-
ticipatosy.

“The response 15 greal. m
trving te draw the Biis out.” he
says, "Ddon’t like to just siton a
stonl and enfertain them, 1 ke
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them to participate. 1 like the
inter@metion. I'm not a singer like
James Taylor. If T had a voice
like him, maybe 1 wonld just sil
on astool and sing.”

Along with his renditions of
“0ld MeDonald™ and “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star.” Sorg’s cas-
satte features titles like “Oh, My
Fav'rite Sneakers,” [ am a
Cowboy,” and “We're Going Una
CarTrip.” He is accompanied by
achoirof children in some ol the
S0MgS.

Sorg, who has a Zovear-old
daughter, Emily, wants his work
to be a positive influence on
children. And he’s even able to
bring out the most introverted
rhildraen.

“My main peal is to expose
children to music in this fashion,
and maybe turn their heads a lit-
tle bit-and give them something
to strive for," he says.

Sorg performs his sing-a-long
at private birthday parties, New
York public libraries, and Bat-
terv Park (Wew York) Citv Tod-
dierSeries. His casselte is avail-
able at Baby Boomers in Hobo-
ken and Eeyore's Books for
Childrenin New York



